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29th  Last Day of Term

OCTOBER 2017
16th  First Day of Term 4
24th  Tuesday Parent/Teacher        
         Interviews Yr7-10 & Spec Ed
         3.30pm - 6pm
31st  Yr 12 Graduation Rehearsal

NOVEMBER 2017
1st    Last Day Year 12 Students
2nd   Year 12 Pancake Breakfast
 

CAMP AUSTRALIA
OSHC ENQUIRIES
PH: 1300 105 343
 STUDENT ABSENCES
Please call by 9am on the 
morning of the absence stating:
• Student’s Name
• Home Care Group
• Reason for Absence
PH: 85212400 
Option 1 Reception-6  
Option 2 Middle/Senior School

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
Monday & Wednesday
 8.15am-9.15am
Thursday 2.00pm - 3.00pm
Direct Phone No. 0437 961 612

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S DESK

 

Andrew Dickinson

Dear Parents and Carers
Last newsletter I wrote about the importance of attendance. This has 
become a major focus for our school and will remain as such until, 
together, we are giving our children and young people the very best 
chance of success. What level of attendance gives my child the best 
chance of success?
What does 90% Attendance really mean?
If you scored 90% on a test it would sound pretty good, wouldn’t it? 
On the surface, this level of attendance sounds pretty good but let’s 
break that down. 90% attendance means:
• ½ a school day missed a week
• 4 weeks of learning missed over a year
• Over the time a student is at school that is over a whole school 
 year (52 weeks)
By having 90% attendance students are likely to fall behind their 
peers who have good attendance and this has a significant impact on 
their chances of having successful future.

It is not too late!

Even if your child’s report states an attendance of 90% or less it is 
not too late. We can act now to support better attendance in Term 4 
and 2018. We will continue to give further tips and support over the 
coming months and into 2018. Here are some to get started:

• Let your child know that you think attending school daily is    
 important. Show them you are interested in their school   
 activities and tell them that you want them to do well   
 in school.
• Report all absences on the day the student will miss school  
  by calling  85212400 or  85222622  for Junior School.

        cont......



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  cont.....

• If your child does not want to go to school, find out why and work with your school and child to    
 address concerns. Let your child know he/she must attend school.
• Check into Daymap Parent Portal to monitor your child’s attendance. If you need another email  
 to set this up contact the school. (Middle and Senior School only at present)
• Don’t expect or let older children stay home from school to babysit younger siblings. 
• Set good examples and enforce rules. Speak well of the school and support school staff so  
 that we aren’t played off against each other – we all want the best outcomes for our children  
 and young people.

Enjoy the holiday break,

Andrew Dickinson - Principal.

Open Girls Basketball

On Tuesday 19th September, a dedicated team of girls 
from Gawler and District College participated in the 
Open Girls Basketball Carnival held at Parafield Gardens 
Recreation Centre. It was a great day with some close 
games and sometimes fierce opposition battling to win the 
ball. The girls did our school proud with their behaviour 
both on and off the court. It was a pleasure to be involved. 
Well done girls.
Our students were Chloe, Naggi, Amber, Teagan, Christine  
and Bonnie.

 2018 FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS

Information for Potential Applicants

The Gawler & District College B-12 Foundation invites applications for the 2018 scholarships from Year 6, 
Year 8 and Year 10 students. These scholarships will be available for students enrolled at the Gawler & 
District College B-12 in 2018. The scholarships will be awarded using a variety of criteria including:
• sporting ability
• artistic talent (in Music, Drama or Visual Arts)
• general academic ability
• academic ability in Japanese
• academic ability in STEM subjects
• financial disadvantage 
• leadership ability
If you believe that you might qualify for one or more of the above areas then you should consider applying. 
We have eleven scholarships to award this year.
For further information please see Front Office staff for the relevant application forms.
Applications close Friday 27th October.



JUNIOR SCHOOL

Reminder Term 4 Swimming Yr3 - Yr 6
Monday 30th October - Friday 3rd November

Dear families/carers,

Please join us next Friday for our last assembly for the term. I know there will be great excitement as 
students are invited to participate in casual dress day and can wear colours of their favourite football/sport 
team!

I am extremely pleased to report how proud we are of our students who attended the Primary Schools 
Festival of Music at the Entertainment centre last week! Students presented a wonderful night of song with 
a combined choir of approximately 1000 students. Thank you to Natalea Howarth our choir leader and we 
appreciate the great support from our families who attended this event.  

Our Pastoral Care worker Ailsa Roberts has just had her review and feedback supports the outstanding 
work and care she provides for our school community. Ailsa brings a positive and supportive nature to all 
she does and if you see her say “congratulations”. Breakfast club, craft club, “What’s the Buzz”, morning 
teas and kick start are just some of the activities she coordinates and value adds to our school. Thank you 
Ailsa!

We are looking forward to a very busy term 4 with:

•	 Visits by our new Reception students for 2018

•	 Book fair in week 2

•	 Swimming in week 3

•	 CARNIVAL on the COLA on Friday 10th November

•	 Whole school assembly

•	 R-6 Showcase

•	 Splash Days

•	 Year 6 graduation

•	 End of year reports

If you have a request for class placement in 2018 please put it in writing, addressed to Sue Wirth. If you 
are moving we would also appreciate you letting us know as soon as possible. We begin making our class 
lists and organise staffing for 2018 next term.

Sue Wirth - Sub school leader R-6

Kalyn was a recent winner in
the NAIDOC week competition.

CARNIVAL IN THE 
COLA IS COMING 

FRIDAY 
NOVEMBER 10TH 



  MIDDLE SCHOOL

The success of the Gawler and District College 
Breakfast Club, every Tuesday to Thursday could not 
be as successful as it has been without the efforts of 
our school and local community.
Volunteers from the Salt Church, who happily cook 
an impressive batch of pancakes each Wednesday, 
Bunnings Gawler Green, who supply and cook a 
sausage sizzle breakfast a couple of times a month, 
combined with the efforts of our volunteer teachers and 
students, have all contributed to ensure the success of 
this very important part of our school community.
The generosity of our community in both their service 
to the school and the constant donations, is greatly 
appreciated. 
Many thanks to all involved.

Donations of milk, juice, milo, margarine and spreads 
are always welcome.

Angela Karatassa - Teacher

GDC BREAKFAST CLUB

It has been another busy term in the Middle School. We have had many of our students participating in lots 
of different activities across the term. Most recently we saw teams of netballers head off to Elizabeth for the 
day to represent the school. It was great to hear such positive reports coming back from the teachers that 
accompanied the students - congratulations to all involved. Next week, we will again celebrate the achieve-
ment of students in the Middle School with an assembly where we will hear from some of our talented 
musicians and will present the Student of the Month certificates for September.

As always at the end of term there is a lot happening.  A few reminders about important issues involving 
our students are: 

•	  Year 9 course counselling was held this Thursday.  Any students who missed out on these sessions 
need to see their Homecare teacher to ensure that they get their subject selections in as soon as 
possible.  

•	  NAPLAN results have been delivered to the school. Year 7 and 9 student will receive their results   
with their report cards and a letter explaining the format on Friday 29th September (last day of  
school).  

•	 This term there have been a number of students that have continued to wear hooded jumpers. 
From the beginning of term 4, we are asking that students no longer wear the hooded jumpers to 
school. The weather should be improving and the need for students to wear multiple layers should 
have passed. From the beginning of Term 4, any student in Middle or Senior School who wears a 
hooded jumper will be asked to remove it and leave it in Student Services for the day. They will be 
able to collect their jumper at the end of the school day. We ask that parents support us in helping 
to get all our students in correct uniform for the remainder of the year.

Liz Rankin - Head Middle School



MIDDLE/SENIOR SCHOOL

How exciting it was to attend, not only the acclaimed classic Dracula at the Space Theatre last week, but 
also a workshop with two of the cast members. Gawler and District College B-12 were thrilled to be the only 
state school invited to be part of this energetic and captivating initiative. 
A nervous group of Year 11 and Year 10 students, along with a very energetic Ms Peters, were put through 
their paces by Adele Querol (Lucy) and Michael Wahr (Jonathon Harker). 
The interaction and discussion had by the actors with our students was both thrilling and insightful. Movement, 
breathing, focus and a great lesson in awareness of space, all offered during this workshop.
Our students participated with great control, poise and respect. The workshop finishing with the students 
attending the performance, eager to see their mentors in action.
You could say Dracula is the original horror story. The first truly terrifying popular novel whose bite remains 
as potent today as the dway it was penned. 
What a great opportunity we had to see its resurrection for today’s modern audience.

Julie Peters - Drama Teacher and Angela Karatassa Yr 10 Year Level Manager

•	Dracula	Workshop

The first two terms of this year I was 
involved in the Garden Revamp at 
Gawler House. During this time I 
helped Mennato with lots of different 
activities.This included paving, 
cementing, planting trees/shrubs 
and rolling out grass. I learnt heaps 
of new skills and have worked to 
make this a part of my Community 
Studies. The garden looks great 
now and we’re proud of all the work 
we put into it. Come down and have 
a look as it is a huge change from 
what was there before.

By Scott Briggs

GAWLER HOUSE REVAMP



SENIOR SCHOOL

 This year’s ski trip was another great weekend full of laughter, joy and many crashes. Every 
day was a great adventure  learning new skills during our lessons as well as making friends with 
people you would not talk to on a daily basis.
Before we went away on the trip, we spent an afternoon preparing our food so we could have an 
easy and healthy lunch on the mountain. This was a great chance to form friendships before the 
trip.
The slopes were full of jumps, twists and many fails that resulted in fantastic crashes but everyone 
kept going until it was time to call it a day.
Getting up early in the morning was hard but well worth it. At night it was time to relax, it was fun 
to play different card games and compare crash stories. Overall it was an experience of a life time 
with an amazing group of people. 

Annaliese - Year 11 Student
Ben Watson & Pete Phillips - Teachers

2017 GDC SKI TRIP

NETBALL ACADEMY - TAUGHT AND BOWLED

From October 2017 to February 2018 “Taught and Bowled” is offering aspiring netballers the chance 
to be involved in a Netball Academy program. This is offered to netballers of all abilities from ages 

9 to 15. The sessions are run by accredited and experienced coaches who will offer ball skills, 
footwork, balance/core strength and fitness programs.

For all details, please contact Alice Johnswood at alice@taughtandbowled.com.au



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

AIME TALENT SCOUTS SEEK OUT 
NEISHA!

Congratulations to Neisha, a Year 11 student who has 
recently been chosen in a group of only 9 students 
from across the state to travel to Sydney in early 
October to experience working with professional 
industry mentors from the AIME network and also to 
create an original song & perform it at the annual gala 
ball. This is a great chance for Neisha to be a part of 
a unique leadership opportunity.

Good Luck Neisha!

NASSSSA Battle of the School Bands 2017

The first annual Battle of the School Bands was hosted by the Northern Adelaide Senior College on Friday, 
8 September. Seven schools registered to compete along with the GigFest guest band and Northern 
Adelaide Senior College themselves. 
The standard of the performers and quality of the production was excellent and all the competitors performed 
well and had a lot of fun. 
Our year 12 band: Liam, Corey, Lelice, Tom, Brihanna, Ben, Taylah, Shelli, Ella and Jasmin performed two 
songs, Ramble On by Led Zeppelin and Dead Memories by Slipknot. Our band were outstanding with their 
performance and even managed to start a mosh pit! 
Our band were the final competitors for the evening. Established band: “Across the Atlas” closed the event 
by performing a 20 minute set while the judges deliberated. 
The hilarious MCs performed a “clap-o-meter” in the gap while the judges were deciding also and our 
school broke the meter, making them the most popular band of the night. GDC ended up coming second 
overall in the competition while Salisbury East High School won first. We received a certificate, a silver 
medal (plastic, and currently being worn by Mrs Walker until the end of the year) and two days’ free 
recording at the NSS recording studios with a professional sound engineer. 
We at the music department are extremely proud of our year 12 band and more over the place in the 
competition, our students were extremely supportive, respectful and generous at the event and this was 
even commented on by the organiser of the event herself. 
Well done year 12s!! We are looking forward to next year’s competition and seeing what our future year 
12s have in store! 

Mrs Bec Walker



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

During Term 3, 15 of our  junior students performed on stage at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre as part 
of the Public Primary Schools Festival of Music.

This year, for the first time in many years, the choir was composed of over a 1000 students returning to the 
past, when the choral festival was known as The Thousand Voice Choir.

The Primary Schools Festival of Music, an official state icon, is a public school-based music education 
program which is a collaboration between DECD and the SAPPS Music Society, which gives all SA public 
primary students the opportunity to perform at a prestigious venue.

This year the Festival started with a big bang, as an “Arena Percussion Group” opened the concert while all 
1000 students filed onto stage. The commissioned work was entitled “The Nutcracker and the Mouse King” 
which was a series of five songs based around the popular classical composition “The Nutcracker Suite”, 
and the concert ended with the pop song “Live Louder”.

In between there were a number of assisting artists from public primary and secondary schools, other choir 
items that presented different musical genre, and two pieces that specifically showcased the talents of the 
orchestra.

It was a spectacular event that our students enjoyed being a part of.

Well done to all our students and big thank you to Natalia Howarth.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS FESTIVAL OF MUSIC



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Netball Carnival

Ending Week 8 on a high, 22 students attended the annual Northern Zone Year 8/9 & Open Girls Netball 
Carnival, accompanied by Miss Emery and Miss Porteous. The students broke into three teams, Junior 
1’s, Junior 2’s and the Open girls’ seniors, with myself joining in to help coach the girls. The teams were 
as follows:-
Junior 1s: Gawler Green: (Yr 8-9)  Yasmin, Zoe, Chloe, Aleesha, Tianna, Isabella and Gabby.
Junior 2s: Gawler Blue:    (Yr 8-9) Taylor, Darya, Brooklyn, Jessa, Emily, Angela, Renee and Anastasia.
Seniors:    Emily, Sarah, Kelly, Jessica, Ashlee, Taylor and Tanika.
The day was very enjoyable playing back to back games and showing our school support by sitting on 
the sidelines and cheering on all the matches. It was wonderful to see all the girls out having fun and 
participating together, learning or refining skills and making new friends along the way, some girls even 
taking themselves out of their comfort zones and trying out different positions.  We may not have achieved 
the results the girls had hoped for, but just by standing united everyone came out a winner. Special mention 
to Taylor M for playing both Junior and Open games conducted on the day and to Sarah who played in the 
open team during the day. All girls demonstrated great sportsmanship.

Danica Yr 11 Student

AQUATICS CAMP- 2017



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

AQUATICS CAMP- 2017

 A small but determined group of students    
recently participated in the aquatics program. 

Everyone did well and achieved pleasing marks 
towards their final SACE grades.

 Well done everyone!
 Libbie Kalatzis - PE Teacher



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

ooo0ooo

Life can be challenging, often difficult and sometimes uncertain. Our perception of events creates our mood.  

We all have choices.  Take a moment for yourself to reflect on these affirmations.

I choose compassion instead of violence

I choose tolerance and understanding instead of hatred

I choose peace instead of rage or anger

I choose faith instead of fear

I am a peaceful and compassionate person

I look for the peaceful and beautiful things that are all around

I look for the good in other people and for the good inside of me

I am kind to people even when they don’t deserve it

I carry confidence with me

Instead of waiting for things to happen to me, I go out and make a 

difference to the world around me

When I feel worried about how everything will work out, I am free to choose to just trust that somehow it 
will

I trust my instincts

I will know what to do in each moment as it arises

The most important decision is always the one that lies directly in front of me

My power and peace are in the present

I choose, in this moment, to be at peace

I let go of things that I can’t control and I embrace the things that I can control

I can control how I treat myself and others in each moment

I can control my thoughts

I can relax my mind and body

I can accept the things that I cannot change

I don’t have to figure everything out right now

Ailsa Roberts

Pastoral Care Worker



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

Year 11 Solo Recital Night

Our first ever solo recital night was held recently for the Year 11 students. 

The atmosphere was remarkable, with the energy and anticipation bursting from the room as family and 
friends came to support loved ones. Students Sebastian and Pria were the hosts for the evening. 

The line-up for the night consisted of seventeen students in total, of which the following students pre-
sented stunning vocal pieces: Jessica (Fairytale), Kasey (I’ll Stand By You), Rhiannon (Chasing Cars), 
Teagan (Turning Tables), Amber (Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head), Bryttani (The A Team), Jessica 
A (Take Me Home) and Pria (Keep Holding On). Two students chose to play guitar as well as sing their 
acts. These students were Ella (The Only Exception) and Chris (Can’t Help Falling in Love). 

A selection of very talented students presented instrumental performances, these students included: Alex 
(Guitar - Under the Bridge), Sebastian (Trumpet - Waltz for Gemma), Kane (Drums -Hands on the Water), 
Stefania (Flute - Haro No Umi), Antonio (Drums - Bring Me to Life), and Michael (Guitar - Seven Years). 
Crystal performed a particularly impressive piece on Piano, an original improvisation based on elements 
composed by fellow student, Jake. 

The night ended with Michael performing Seven Years on acoustic guitar and an original composition on 
electric guitar and a heart-warming gesture from the year 11 class, with all of them joining us in the per-

formance room to show their support and everlasting encouragement.

The students overcame several hurdles including the overwhelming nerves of performing and some even 
sickness. As someone who was able to be witness to this amazing recital, I speak for everyone who at-
tended. Well done and keep striving for greatness!

Following is a message from the whole class: “We would like to express our gratitude to the many people 
who helped contribute to this evening.”

Angela Koehler – Arts Coordinator // Joshua Mollart – Music Teacher & Accompanist 
Rebecca Walker – Music Teacher & Sound Tech // Geoffrey Meikle – Music Teacher 

Janet Leadbeater – Voice Teacher // Chris Yeend – Drum Teacher 
Steve Gregory – Guitar Teacher // Adrienne Meikle – Trumpet Teacher  

Kerryn Schofield – Flute Teacher // Crystal – Stage Manager 

Natasha – Stage Hand // Jon-Luc – Cameraman

By Danica - Yr 11 student



SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

Carmen is a Year 9 student who competes in artistic roller skating. Artistic roller skating is a sport similar to 
figure skating, however competitors wear roller skates instead of ice skates. She recently represented Aus-
tralia at the Oceania Artistic Championships, which is a highly competitive international competition. Not 
only was she selected to represent her country, she also convincingly won the gold medal. Carmen is the 
epitome of perseverance and dedication. She maintains excellent grades, whilst training a minimum of 17 
hours per week. Balancing her school work, social life and training is commendable and deserves a plat-
form to be recognised for her significant achievement. Carmen is well on her way to representing Australia 
at the Artistic Skating World Championships and embodies all the qualities of a champion.

Lucy West - Teacher

Artistic Skating Champion.

   

 
 
 
 
 

Newsflash...........
We have 4 ex GDC students who have been chosen to compete in the Special Olympics Australia 
National Games next April. Tryphena, Holly, Tim and Nicole are looking to raise funds for this event.
CIBO Gawler will celebrate International Coffee Day by donating a $1 from every coffee sold.
Please see the following link.
http://www.tonypiccolo.org/tonys-blog/race-down-to-cibo-gawler-for-a-special-olympic-brew



 SCHOOL COMMUNITY

SCHOOL FEES 2017
The 2017 school fees are now OVERDUE

•	 Statements have gone home this week

•	 Please lodge a School Card Application if you 
believe that you are eligible

•	 Please pay your fees in full if they remain 
unpaid

•	 ‘Instalment Agreements’ are available from 
the Finance Office

The school will commence its debt collection process 
for all outstanding fees.  Please make arrangements 
now. Families on ‘instalment agreements’ who are 
continuing to make payments will be excluded in our 
debt collection process.

Please direct any enquires to Finance, Tanya Mat-
thews or Helen Redford, on 8521 2404.

HAVE A SAFE BREAK!
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